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Introduction:
Using the red earthenware native to Nova Scotia, Joan Bruneau creates wheel
thrown and constructed pottery decorated with slip, underglazes and food safe
glazes. Her pots combine luscious surfaces with distinct shapes inspired by
historical pottery, botanical and architectural shapes, as well as, a love of forming
pliable clay. The robust yet elegant forms, together with their sumptuous,
sophisticated ornamentation, are sure to enhance and inspire the presentation of
food and flowers. A feast for the eyes and a delight to use, Joan’s tableware is as
functional as it is decorative.

Joan Bruneau’s work is widely known for its exceptional virtuosity and
innovation and is respected as a fine example of contemporary craft. Her work
appears consistently in publications, high profile exhibitions and is included in
prestigious public and private collections. She teaches workshops and exhibits
throughout Canada, the U.S. and abroad.

Bio:
Joan Bruneau has maintained her pottery studio and gallery, Nova Terra Cotta,
in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia since 1995. She earned a BFA from NSCAD  in 1988
and MFA from the University of Minnesota in 1993. She is a regular part time
Faculty at NSCAD University since 1995 and was assistant professor at the Emily
Carr Institute of Art and Design from 1998 – 2002.

Joan Bruneau received the 2004 Winnifred Shantz Award which funded her
research of Etruscan and Maiolica Pottery through a Residency at La Meridiana
International Ceramics Center, Italy in 2005. She will be teaching at the Australia
National University, Canberra in 2007.

Artist Statement
My intent as a studio potter is to inspire presentation and to enrich the quality of
daily experience, through a collaborative dialogue between the user and my pots.
Moments taken out of the day to prepare and present an inspired meal or to
arrange a bouquet of flowers, affirms our connection to identity while celebrating
the beauty in our domestic lives, in a culture otherwise bombarded with
information and big - box consumerism.

The pottery forms are influenced by a range of sources, from Chinese and
European historical pottery forms to botanical structures and architectural
ornament. The forms are wheel-thrown and reconstructed using “Cut and Paste”
technique. Gestural throwing lines, dynamic volumes and structural seams are
marks of this making process. The surfaces are treated with brushed white slip,
underglazes and polychrome food-safe glazes. Pieces from 2006 are inspired by
Renaissance Italian maiolica , resulting from a 2005 residency at La Meridiana
International Ceramics Center in Tuscany.




