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Bio:

Joan Bruneau has maintained her pottery studio and gallery, Nova Terra Cotta,
in Lunenburg and has been a regular part-time faculty at NSCAD University
since 1995. Joan was assistant professor at the Emily Carr Institute from 1998-
2002 and has taught workshops and exhibited throughout North America and in
Australia. She earned a BFA from NSCAD in 1988 and MFA from the University
of Minnesota 1993.

Joan received the 2004 Winnefred Shantz Award which funded her research of
Etruscan and maiolica pottery through a residency at La Meridiana International
Ceramics Center, Italy in 2005.

Artist Statement:

My intent as a potter is to inspire presentation and to enrich the quality of our
domestic environment. Presenting dinner in complimentary serving dishes or
arranging flowers in a specific vase celebrates our unique identity and beauty in
our daily lives. My work embraces artistic intent and creative risk while being
rooted in tradition.

Using the red earthenware native to Nova Scotia my wheel thrown and
constructed pottery is decorated with slip, under glazes and polychrome food
safe glazes. The pottery forms are influenced by a range of sources, from Chinese
and European historical pottery forms to botanical structures, landscape and
architectural ornament. The forms are wheel thrown and reconstructed using
“Cut and Paste” technique. Gestural throwing lines, dynamic volumes and
structural seams celebrate dynamic forming processes. The surfaces are treated
with brushed white slip, under glazes and polychrome food-safe glazes.

Pieces from 2006 and on ward mark a transition to the development of
decorated surfaces inspired by Renaissance Italian maiolica and Iznik pottery,
resulting from a 2005 residency at La Meridiana International Ceramics Center in
Tuscany.






